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	CONCENTRATED INSPECTION CAMPAIGN 
ON OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS


Inspecting Authority:

Ship name:
IMO No:
Flag:

Date:
Port of Inspection:
Call Sign:

Ship Type: 
Name of ISM Company:
RO:

Fire Protection and Life Saving Appliances
	No
	Convention Ref
	Question
	Y*
	N*
	N/A*
	Code

	1
	S74/CII-2/R14.2.2.1
	Is the maintenance plan for fire protection systems in place and effective?
	
	
	
	2071

	2
	S74/CIII/R20
	Are LSA inspected, tested, maintained with appropriate records?
	
	
	
	2081

	3
	S74/CIII/R20
	Are LSA available for immediate use?
	
	
	
	0692

	4
	S74/CIII/R20
	Is launching appliance and on-load release servicing carried out at recommended intervals?
	
	
	
	0696

	5
	S74/CII-2/R16.2 S74/CIII/R35
	Are training manuals & fire safety operation booklets satisfactory?
	
	
	
	2055

	6
	S74/CXI-1/R4
	Is the crew familiar with the operation of fire protection systems?
	
	
	
	2070

	7
	S74/CII-2/R15.2.2

S74/CIII/R19
	Is effective onboard training conducted?
	
	
	
	0695

	8
	S74/CII-2/R15.2.2.3
	Is crew performance with fire fighting duties evaluated and areas in need of improvement identified?
	
	
	
	2090

	9
	S74/CIII/R19.3.4
	Are fire drills correctly conducted and recorded?
	
	
	
	2020

	10
	S74/CIII/R19.3.3
	Are abandon ship drills correctly conducted and recorded?
	
	
	
	2025

	11
	S74/CIII/R10, R37
	Is the muster list correctly compiled, maintained and crewmembers aware of their emergency duties?
	
	
	
	2010


GMDSS

	12
	S74/CIV/R12
	Are radio watch maintenance arrangements satisfactory?
	
	
	
	1685

	13
	S74/CIV/R12
	Are radio watch operation arrangements satisfactory?
	
	
	
	2041

	14
	S74/CIV/R17
	Are satisfactory radio communications records kept?
	
	
	
	1680


Safety of Navigation

	15
	S74/CV/R14
	Has the working language been correctly identified, established, recorded and employed?
	
	
	
	2056

	16
	S74/CV/R34
	Are passage plans satisfactory?
	
	
	
	2043

	17
	S74/CV/R25-26
	Are steering gear tests, drills and operating procedures satisfactory?
	
	
	
	1593


Pollution Prevention

	18
	M73/78/AV/R9
	Is the garbage management plan in place and effective?
	
	
	
	2120

	19
	M73/78/AV/R9
	Are garbage records satisfactory?
	
	
	
	2330

	20
	M73/78/AI/R8A
	Are MARPOL Annex I controls for operational pollution followed?
	
	
	
	2110

	21
	M73/78/AI/R26
	Is the SOPEP effective?
	
	
	
	2130


Detention

	22
	Was the ship detained as a result of a “no” answer to any of the above questions?
	
	


* Each question should be answered and the only one box for each question should be ticked on.

THE CONCENTRATED INSPECTION CAMPAIGN 

ON OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

The following guidance is provided to assist Port State Control Officers (PSCOs) in checking aspects of operational control during port state control inspections.  In addition to this guidance, PSCOs should refer to the following documents:
SOLAS
Res.A.787(19)

MSC/Circ 451

MARPOL
Res.A.761(18)
MSC/Circ 794

Res.A.624(15)

Res.A.882(21)
MSC/Circ 850

Res.A.654(16)

Res.A.893(21)
MSC/Circ 955

Res.A.689(17)

MSC.48(66) – LSA CODE
MEPC 60(33)


Res.A.760(18)
MSC.81(70)
MEPC/Circ 317

MSC/Circ.1093
MSC/Circ.1136


General
The campaign will target aspects of operational control provisions of MARPOL and SOLAS on all vessels, regardless of type. The campaign is designed to more rigorously examine specific areas and is not intended to detract from the normal coverage of Port State Control Inspections. It is anticipated that the CIC will be conducted in conjunction with all regular port State control targeting and inspecting. During the campaign Maritime Authorities will inspect operational control, within current resources, on as many vessels as possible. Where it is anticipated that drills will be conducted and observed Authorities may consider inspecting ships at anchor and awaiting a berth or at a lay-by berth.  

In arriving at a yes or no answer to each of the 18 questions the following points need to be considered. Should a “NO” be answered, a deficiency using the appropriate deficiency code listed on the checklist shall be issued on the form B for the PSC inspection. 

1. Is the maintenance plan for fire protection systems in place and effective? (SOLAS 74/CII-2/R14.2.2.1)
Objective evidence that the plan is effective is an indication that the fire protection systems are maintained in good working order, properly tested, inspected and kept readily available for immediate use.

Fire Protection Systems include:
· Fire–resisting divisions (i.e. bulkheads/doors);

· Fire detection;

· Fire alarm systems;

· Means of escape;

· Appliances: hoses, hydrants, nozzles, fire main, foam branches, applicators, extinguishers, fire pump, international shore connection;

· Fixed fire extinguishing systems;

· Automatic sprinkler;

· Ventilation systems, including fire and smoke dampers, fans and their controls;

· Emergency shut down of fuel supply;

· Fire doors, including their controls;

· General emergency alarm systems;

· Emergency escape breathing devices;

· Portable fire extinguishers, including spare charges; and

· Fire fighting outfits.

The maintenance plan should cover the above systems where fitted. In addition;

a. Passenger ship (for over 36 passengers) plans should include low-location lighting and public address systems,

b. Tanker plans should include inert gas systems, deck foam systems and flammable gas detectors. 

Maintenance, testing and inspection shall be carried out based on guidelines developed by the Organisation (MSC/Circ.850), ensuring reliability of fire-fighting systems and appliances.   
SOLAS requires that the maintenance plan shall be kept on board, available for inspection “as required by the Administration” (The programme may be computer based.).  Portable extinguishers that have been discharged should have been recharged/replaced.
2 and 3.  Are life-saving appliances (LSA) inspected, tested, maintained with appropriate records and available for immediate use? (SOLAS 74/CIII/R20)

LSA should be in working order, ready for immediate use prior to leaving port and at all times during the voyage.

SOLAS III/20.3 requires maintenance of LSA to be carried out in accordance with the instructions for on-board maintenance required by SOLAS III/36. These instructions should be easily understood, illustrated wherever possible and, as appropriate, include the following: 

· A checklist for use when carrying out inspections;

· Maintenance and repair instructions;

· Schedule of periodic maintenance;

· Diagram of lubrication points with the recommended lubricants;

· List of replaceable parts;

· List of sources of spare parts; and

· Log for records of inspections and maintenance

Note: Instructions may be included in the ship’s planned maintenance program.

Launching falls shall have be turned end for end at intervals of not more than 30 months and renewed when necessary due to deterioration or at intervals of not more than five years, whichever is earlier.

Spares and repair equipment shall be provided for LSA and components subject to excessive wear or consumption that need to be replaced regularly.

The following tests and inspections shall be carried out weekly:

· All survival craft, rescue boats and launching appliances visually inspected to ensure that they are ready for use;

· All lifeboat and rescue boat engines run for a total period of not less than 3 min provided the ambient temperature is above the minimum required for starting and running the engine.  During this period of time, it should be demonstrated that the gearbox and gearbox train are engaging satisfactorily.  If the special characteristics of an outboard motor fitted to a rescue boat would not allow it to be run other than with it’s propeller submerged for a period of 3 min, it should be run for such period as prescribed in the manufacturer’s handbook.  In special cases the Administration may waive this requirement for ships constructed before 1 July 1986; and

· The general alarm tested.

LSA inspections, including lifeboat equipment, shall be carried out monthly using an appropriate checklist. The report of the inspection shall be entered in the logbook.

All inflatable liferafts, inflatable lifejackets, and marine evacuation systems shall be serviced:

· At intervals not exceeding 12 months, provided where this is impracticable the Administration has extended this to a period not exceeding 17 months; and 

· At an approved servicing station that is competent to service them, maintains proper servicing facilities and uses only properly trained personnel.

4. Is launching appliance and on-load release servicing carried out at recommended intervals? (SOLAS 74/CIII/R20)

Launching appliances shall:

· Be serviced at recommended intervals in accordance with on-board maintenance instructions; and

· Be subjected to a thorough examination at intervals not exceeding 5 years and then subjected to a dynamic test of the winch brake with a proof load of not less than 1.1 times the maximum working load at maximum lowering speed.

Lifeboat on-load release gear shall be:

· Serviced at recommended intervals in accordance with instructions for on board maintenance;

· Subjected to a thorough examination and test during surveys required by S74/CI/R7-8 by properly trained personnel familiar with the system; and

· Operationally tested under a load of 1.1 times the total mass of the lifeboat when loaded with its full complement of persons and equipment whenever the release gear is overhauled.  Such over-hauling and test shall be carried out at least once every five years. 
Note: While not a mandatory instrument, are the crew aware of and taking account of MSC/Circ.1093 in these maintenance procedures?

5. Are training manuals and fire safety operation booklets satisfactory? (SOLAS 74/CII-2/R16.2 & SOLAS 74/CIII/R35)

Fire safety operational booklets must be available in each crew mess room and recreation room, or in each crew cabin, and contain the necessary information and instructions for the safe operation of the ship and cargo handling operations in relation to fire safety (Fire safety operational booklets may be combined with the training manuals). They must be written in the ship’s working language. The booklet should explain the necessary fire safety precautions for handling general cargoes, and for ships carrying dangerous goods and flammable bulk cargoes is should also provide reference to the pertinent fire-fighting and emergency cargo handling instructions contained in the Code of Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes, the International Bulk Chemical Code, the International Gas Carrier Code and the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as appropriate.

Training manuals must explain the following in detail:

· General fire safety practice and precautions related to the dangers of smoking, electrical hazards, flammable liquids and similar common shipboard hazards;

· General instructions on fire-fighting activities and procedures, including procedures for notification of a fire and use of manually operated call points;

· Meanings of the ship’s alarms;

· Operation and use of fire-fighting systems and appliances;

· Operation and use of fire doors;

· Operation and use of fire and smoke dampers; and

· Escape systems and appliances.

6. Is the crew familiar with the operation of fire protection systems? (SOLAS 74/CXI-1/R4)
The answer to this question will normally be found whilst the PSCO conducts the PSC inspection.  However, where clear grounds exist, tests may be conducted to demonstrate familiarity with the operation of fire protection systems.

Examples of operational tests that may demonstrate familiarity include:

Operation of emergency fire pump

· Does the crew understand the importance of being able to run this pump in isolation from the main engine room systems (including the ability to locate and operate the engine room isolating valve and prime the pump independently)?

· Is the crew able to operate the prime mover and priming system correctly?

Engine room fixed fire-extinguishing system

· Is the crew able to explain the circumstances in which the engine room fixed fire-extinguishing system would be activated?

· Is the crew familiar with procedures for activating the fixed fire extinguishing system (including safety of crew, closing appliances for the space for gas systems and sequence of system activation)?

· Is the crew familiar with procedures to be followed following system activation (including time until ventilating/entering space and procedures for same)?

7. Is effective onboard training conducted? (SOLAS 74/CII-2/R15.2.2 & SOLAS 74/CIII/R19)

SOLAS III/19.4:

On-board training in the use of LSA, including survival craft equipment and fire-extinguishing appliances shall be given as soon as possible but not later than two weeks after a crewmember joins the ship. Instructions in the use of ship’s fire-extinguishing appliances, LSA and in survival at sea shall be given at the same interval as the drills. All the ship’s LSA and fire-extinguishing appliances shall be covered within any two-month period.

Every crew member shall be given instructions including, but not limited to:

· Operation and use of the ship’s inflatable liferafts;

· Problems of hypothermia, its first-aid treatment and other appropriate first-aid procedures;

· Special instructions for use of ship’s LSA in severe weather and severe sea conditions; and

· Operation and use of fire-extinguishing appliances.

SOLAS II-2/15.1 and 15.2:

Crew should have the necessary knowledge and skills to handle fire emergency cases, including passenger care. 

Crew shall have received instruction on fire safety and their assigned duties and been organized into fire-extinguishing parties. These parties must be able to complete their duties at all times while the ship is in service.

Crew shall be trained in the arrangements of the ship as well as the location and operation of any fire-fighting systems and appliances that they may be called upon to use.

On-board training shall include the use of the emergency escape breathing devices.

8. Is crew performance with fire fighting duties evaluated and areas in need of improvement identified? (SOLAS 74/CII-2/R15.2.2.3)

The performance of crewmembers assigned fire-fighting duties shall be periodically evaluated by conducting on-board training and drills to identify areas in need of improvement. This evaluation is to ensure the operational readiness of the fire-fighting organization and that competency in fire-fighting skills is maintained. 

9 and 10. Are abandon ship and fire drills correctly conducted and recorded? (SOLAS 74/CIII/R19.3.4)

Ensure that you and the ships crew are familiar with MSC/Circ.1136 when answering this question. Do not require personnel to be in the lifeboat during lowering or raising – this is a matter for the ship’s master to decide – but if the master intends to lower or raise a lifeboat with persons on board ensure that the precautions in MSC/Circ.1136 are followed.
Drills, so far as practicable, shall be conducted as if there was an actual emergency. Every crewmember shall have participated in at least one abandon ship and one fire drill every month. 

Drills shall take place within 24h of leaving port if more than 25% of the crew have not participated in abandon ship and fire drills on board that particular ship in the previous month.

Each abandon ship drill shall include:

· Summoning of passengers and crew to muster stations with the alarm system complying with the requirements of by section 7.2 of the LSA Code, followed by drill announcement on the public address or other communication system and ensuring that they are made aware of the order to abandon ship;

· Reporting to stations and preparing for duties described in the muster list;

· Checking that passengers and crew are suitably dressed;

· Checking that lifejackets are correctly donned;

· Lowering at least one lifeboat after any necessary preparation for launching;

· Starting and operating the lifeboat engine;

· Operation of davits used for launching liferafts;

· A mock search and rescue of passengers trapped in their staterooms; and 

· Instruction in the use of radio life-saving appliances.

Different lifeboats, as far as practicable, shall be lowered at successive drills.
Each lifeboat shall be launched and manoeuvred in the water at least once every three months during an abandon ship drill (different requirements for free-fall boats).

If a ship is fitted with marine evacuation systems, drills shall include exercising of procedures required for deployment of such a system up to the point immediately preceding actual deployment of the system. N.B. This aspect of drills should be augmented by regular instruction using the training aids required below.  Additionally every system party member shall, as far as practicable, be further trained by participation in a full deployment of a similar system into water, either on board a ship or ashore, at intervals of not more than three years.

If a ship is fitted with marine evacuation systems are on-board training aids in the use of the system provided?

Is emergency lighting for mustering and abandonment tested at each abandon ship drill?

Are fire drills planned in such a way that due consideration is given to regular practice in the various emergencies that may occur depending on the type of ships and the cargo?

Does each fire drill include:

· Reporting to stations and preparing for duties described in the muster list;

· Starting a fire pump, using at least two jets of water to ensure the system is in proper working order.

· Checking of fireman’s outfit and other personal rescue equipment;

· Checking of relevant communication equipment;

· Checking the operation of watertight doors, fire doors, fire dampers and main inlets and outlets of ventilation systems in the drill area; and 

· Checking the necessary arrangements for subsequent abandoning of the ship.

Is equipment used during drills immediately brought back to its fully operational condition and any faults and defects discovered during the drills remedied as soon as possible?

11. Is the muster list correctly compiled, maintained and crew members aware of their emergency duties? (SOLAS 74/CIII/R10 and R37)

The muster list must be exhibited in conspicuous places throughout the ship including navigational bridge, engine room and crew accommodation spaces. It must: 

· Specify details of the general emergency alarm and public address system prescribed by section 7.2 of the LSA Code and also action to be taken by crew and passengers when this alarm is sounded

· Specify how the order to abandon ship will be given

· Show the duties assigned to the different members of the crew including:

· Closing of watertight doors, fire doors, valves, scuppers, sidescuttles, skylights, portholes and other similar openings;

· Equipping of survival craft and other LSA;

· Preparation and launching of survival craft;

· General preparations of other LSA;

· Muster of passengers;

· Use of communication equipment;

· Manning of fire parties assigned to deal with fires; and 

· Special duties assigned in respect of the use of fire-fighting equipment and installations.

· Specify which officers are assigned to ensure that LSA and fire appliances are maintained in good condition and are ready for immediate use

· Specify substitutes for key persons who may become disabled, taking into account that different emergencies may call for different actions

The muster list must be prepared before the ship proceeds to sea and, if any change takes place in the crew that necessitates an alteration in the muster list, the master must either revise the list or prepare a new list. The PSCO may be able to determine whether the muster list is up to date from an up-to-date crew list.

For passenger ships the list must show duties assigned to members of the crew in relation to passengers in case of emergency, including:

· Warning passengers;

· Seeing that they are suitably clad and have donned their lifejackets correctly;

· Assembling passengers at muster stations;

· Keeping order in passageways and on stairways and generally controlling the movements of passengers; and

· Ensuring that a supply of blankets is taken to the survival craft.

Passenger ships must also have procedures in place for locating and rescuing passengers trapped in their staterooms.

Crew must be aware of their duties indicated in the muster list and the locations in which they must perform them. SOLAS III/10 requires that a deck officer or certificated person be placed in charge of each survival craft to be used for abandonment.  N.B.  The Administration (of the flag State), having due regard to the nature of the voyage, the number of persons on board and the characteristics of the ship, may permit persons practiced in the handling and operation of liferafts to be placed in charge of liferafts in lieu of persons qualified as above.  A second-in-command should also be nominated in the case of lifeboats.

12 and 13. Are radio watch maintenance and operation arrangements satisfactory? (SOLAS 74/CIV/R12)

The ship, while at sea, shall maintain a continuous watch:

· On VHF DSC channel 70, if fitted with a VHF radio installation;

· On the distress and safety DSC frequency 2,187.5 kHz, if fitted with an MF installation;

· On the distress and safety DSC frequencies 2,187.5 kHz and 8,414.5 kHz and also on at least one of the distress and safety DSC frequencies 4,207.5 kHz, 6,312 kHz, 12,577 kHz or 16,804.5 kHz, appropriate to the time of day and the geographical position of the ship, if fitted with an MF/HF radio installation; and

· For satellite shore-to-ship distress alerts, if fitted with an INMARSAT ship earth station.

Also while at sea, the ship shall maintain a radio watch for broadcasts of maritime safety information on the appropriate frequency or frequencies on which such information is broadcast for the area in which the ship is navigating (NAVTEX or EGC – know your local arrangements and check that the ship has received appropriate navigational and meteorological warnings, meteorological forecasts and other urgent safety related messages) and, when practicable, a continuous listening watch on VHF channel 16 at the position from which the ship is normally navigated.

Adequate information, tools and spares shall be provided to enable equipment to be properly operated and maintained. Satellite EPIRBs shall be tested at intervals not exceeding 12 months for all aspects of operational efficiency with particular emphasis on frequency stability, signal strength and coding?  (In cases where it appears proper and reasonable, the Administration may extend this period to 17 months.) 

14. Are satisfactory radio communications records kept? (SOLAS 74/CIV/R17)
Are records kept, to the satisfaction of the Administration and as required by the Radio Regulations, of all incidents connected with the radiocommunication service that appears to be of importance to safety of life at sea?

15. Has the working language been correctly identified, established, recorded and employed? (SOLAS 74/CV/R14)

The working language must be established and recorded in the ship’s logbook. The master should be able to inform the PSCO which languages are used as the working language. Each seafarer should understand and, where appropriate, give orders and instructions and to report back in that language. 

To check that working language arrangements are satisfactory the PSCO should consider the following questions:

· Are all key crewmembers able to understand each other during the inspection or drills?

· Are key crewmembers able to communicate with each other and passengers as appropriate, so that the safe operation of the ship is not impaired, especially in emergency situations?

· Are crewmembers assigned to assist passengers able to give the necessary information to the passengers in case of an emergency?

· If the working language is not an official language of the State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly, do all plans and lists required to be posted include a translation into the working language?

On ships on international voyages, English shall be used on the bridge as the working language for bridge-to-bridge and bridge-to-shore safety communications as well as for communications on board between the pilot and bridge watchkeeping personnel, unless those directly involved speak a common language other than English. The PSCO should have access to the IMO Standard Marine Communication Phrases (A.918(22) as amended) as a reference should the need to check this operational competency arise.

16. Are passage plans satisfactory? (SOLAS 74/CV/R34)

Prior to proceeding to sea, the master shall ensure that the intended voyage has been planned using the appropriate nautical charts and nautical publications for the area concerned, taking into account guidelines and recommendations developed by the Organisation (The PSCO should be familiar with Resolution  A.893(21)).
The voyage plan shall identify a route which:

· Takes into account any relevant ship’s routeing systems;

· Ensures sufficient sea room for the safe passage of the ship throughout the voyage;

· Anticipates all known navigational hazards and adverse weather conditions; and 

· Takes into account the marine environmental protection measures that apply, and avoids, as far as possible, actions and activities that could cause damage to the environment.

17. Are steering gear tests, drills and operating procedures satisfactory? (SOLAS 74/CV/R 25-26)

In areas where navigation demands special caution, do ships have more than one steering gear power unit in operation when such units are capable of simultaneous operation?

Is the ship’s steering gear checked and tested by the ship’s crew within 12 hours of departure (or once a week for vessels engaged on short voyages)?

The test procedure shall include, where applicable, the operation of the following:

· Main steering gear;

· Auxiliary steering gear;

· Remote steering gear control systems;

· Steering positions located on the navigation bridge;

· Emergency power supply;

· Rudder angle indicators in relation to the actual position of the rudder;

· Remote steering gear control system power failure alarms;

· Steering gear power unit failure alarms; and 

· Automatic isolating arrangements and other automatic equipment.

The checks and tests shall include:

· Full movement of the rudder according to the required capabilities of the steering gear;

· A visual inspection of the steering gear and its connecting linkage; and 

· Operation of the means of communication between the navigation bridge and steering gear compartment.

In addition to the routine checks and tests described above, emergency steering drills must take place at least once every three months and include direct control within the steering gear compartment, the communications procedure with the navigation bridge and, where applicable, the operation of alternative power supplies.

The dates upon which the checks and test are carried out and date and details of emergency steering drills shall be recorded.

Simple operating instructions with a block diagram showing the changeover procedures for remote steering gear control systems and steering gear power units shall be permanently displayed on the navigation bridge and in the steering compartment. All ships’ officers concerned with the operation and/or maintenance of steering gear shall be familiar with the operation of the steering systems fitted on the ship and with the procedures for changing from one system to another.

18. Is the garbage management plan in place and effective? (MARPOL 73/78/AV/R9)

The ship (if >400 GT or carrying over 15 people) must have a garbage management plan that provides written procedures for collecting, storing, processing and disposing of garbage, including the use of the equipment on board. The plan must be in accordance with the guidelines developed by the Organization and written in the working language of the crew (See MEPC/Circ.317) 

Placards must be displayed notifying the crew and passengers of the disposal requirements of garbage both within and outside special areas. They must be written in the documented working language and, for ships engaged in voyages to ports or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction of other Parties to the Convention, also in English, French or Spanish.

19. Are garbage records satisfactory? (MARPOL 73/78/AV/R9)

The Garbage Record Book shall, whether as a part of the ship’s official log-book or otherwise, be in the form specified in the appendix Annex V. To ensure that it is completed correctly, check the following:

· Is each discharge operation, or completed incineration, recorded in the book and signed for on that date by the officer in charge?

· Has the ship’s master sign each completed page?

· Are entries in at least in English, French or Spanish?

· Does the entry for each incineration or discharge include date, time, ship’s position, description of the garbage and estimated amount incinerated or discharged?

· Is the book kept on board available for inspection in a reasonable time?

· Is the book preserved for two years after the last entry is made?

20. Are MARPOL Annex I controls for operational pollution followed? (MARPOL 73/78/AI/R8A)

Oil Record Books required for all ships > 400 GT and tankers > 150 GT.

For ORB Part 1 (Machinery Space Operations):

As an initial check, the PSCO should review the IOPP Certificate and attachment, ORB Part 1 and engine room tank-sounding book if available. Points to note include:

· Are all the tanks used for collection of oil residues listed on the IOPP Form A (comparing the engine room sounding book, ORB and IOPP Form A)?

· Do the trends in the sounding books match the ORB records (for example, does a drop in the level of the bilge holding tank have a corresponding entry for use of oil filtering equipment?

· Does the discharge rate through the oil filtering equipment recorded in the ORB match the stated throughput on the IOPP Form A?

· Is the oil filtering equipment maintained and in an operational condition? (Where doubts exist, a demonstration of the equipment may be requested noting the following:

· Ensure that the crew have the overboard discharge valve shut to prevent accidental discharge during any demonstrations. Any oil leakage around the valve spindle may indicate oil has been pumped overboard at some stage.

· If the system allows for recirculation back to the bilge the crew should be able to demonstrate operation of the system and 15 ppm alarm and automatic stopping device (for ships > 10000 GT) tested. When observing the 15 ppm alarm operation check that the three way cock usually on the inlet line is feeding an effluent sample and not fresh water to the meter. Generally, if oil is clearly and easily visible in the effluent then it is greater than 15 ppm concentration. 

· Where the system does not allow for recirculation, it should still be possible to test the 15 ppm alarm. Should clear grounds exist to do so the crew may be asked to remove a section of the oil filtering equipment to enable it to be tested.

· Is disposal of sludge as recorded in the ORB matched by shore receipts or the ability of the crew to incinerate sludge? (heating for incinerator sludge tank should be operational, incinerator capable of burning sludge should be noted on the IOPP Form A, crew should be able to demonstrate use of incinerator to burn sludge if grounds for doubting this ability exist)

Tankers must also have an ORB Part II (Cargo/Ballast Operations).

ORB(s) must be in the form(s) specified in appendix III to MARPOL Annex I.

The ORB must be completed on each occasion, on a tank-to-tank basis if appropriate, whenever any of the prescribed operations take place in the ship. 

Each prescribed operation must be fully recorded without delay in the ORB so that all entries in the book appropriate to that operation are completed.  

Each completed operation must be signed by the officer or officers in charge of the operations concerned and each completed page signed by ship’s master.

Entries in the ORB must be in an official language of the State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly, and, for ships holding an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate, in English or French.

The Oil Record Book must be kept on board readily available for inspection at all reasonable times and preserved for a period of three years after the last entry has been made.

21. Is the SOPEP effective? (MARPOL 73/78/AI/R26)

Is a SOPEP plan in place?

Are crewmembers familiar with their duties and proper use of the ship’s installations and equipment for oil pollution control purposes?

