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JOINT STATEMENT 
 The ASF Seafarers Committee held its 9th interim meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam on Wednesday, 5th November 2003. The meeting was hosted by the Vietnam Shipowners Association (VSA) and was chaired by Mr. Li Shanmin, China Shipowners Association. 

Delegates from member associations of China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Chinese Taipei and from the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners Associations (FASA), as represented by the shipowner associations of Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Vietnam attended the meeting. The Committee also welcomed observers from the Association of Maritime Education and Training Institutions in Asia and the Pacific (AMETIAP) and maritime academies in China and Vietnam. 

With the assistance of the Vice Chairman, Mr. Carlos Salinas, who is also the chairman of FASA, a seminar was held in the afternoon of 4th November 2003 on the development of the ILO consolidated maritime convention. The meeting considered that such seminars proved to be informative and productive and would greatly assist the shipping industry in Asia to keep updated of ILO developments and other important shipping issues. 

The meeting discussed the development of the ILO consolidated maritime convention and urged continued cooperation and compromise from the three ILO groups in order to produce a Convention that would allow for ratification by a majority of maritime nations. The meeting was pleased to note that there is good participation by several members of the ASF in the development of the new Convention at the ILO. The meeting considered that this will help the convention to reflect the aspirations and concerns of the countries that train and supply the majority of the world’s seafarers. The Committee encourages Asian Administrations to participate in the development of the draft text of the Convention so as to identify potential obstacles to ratification so that these can be dealt with before the final text of the Convention is adopted. 

The meeting discussed the importance of exerting a greater influence and to harmonize Asian shipowners’ concerns and voice on current and future developments concerning seafarers’ working and welfare issues. The meeting unanimously agreed and reaffirmed that the Committee should be the voice for Asian based employers of seafarers sailing on any types of merchant vessels on seafarers’ welfare, living working conditions. To this end, the meeting also agreed to promote mutually beneficial and healthy dialogue with seafarers’ unions with the common aim of achieving acceptable living, working conditions for seafarers. The meeting agreed to keep abreast of developments in national or international regulations relating to the employment of seafarers which it hopes would translate into good employment practice and high standards of training and safety among the seafarers. 
The meeting noted the discussion and views expressed by the shipowners associations of Malaysia, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam regarding the employment condition of seafarers and considered that this should be commensurate with the living standards and economic situation of the country where the seafarers are domicile. In this respect, the uniform application of global standards in seafarers’ employment terms may not be appropriate. 

The meeting considered the continuous effort that would be necessary to ensure proper maintenance of STCW standards. The meeting was pleased to note that all administrations in the region have completed their quality standards reports on the quality systems of seafarers training institutions as well as its examination and certification system without apparent problems. 

The meeting noted the progress made by the ILO, ICAO and ISO in the development of standards that can best achieve the biometric template objectives of the Seafarers Identity Documents Convention (SID) (Revised) 2003 (No.185). The Committee noted that legal complications in Europe particularly in respect of the Schengen rules on the free movement of citizens in Europe, and strict visa requirements in the US are rendering the fingerprint ID useless.  Delegates strongly urged the US and European countries to ratify the SID convention to facilitate entry of seafarers into their countries.
The meeting welcomed the increased cooperation between training institutions and shipowners in the training of seafarers in Asia which has already assisted the promotion of the supply and employment of Asian seafarers. The meeting considered that the ASF, AMETIAP and the regional METs should continue to cooperate in order to assist the development of Asian senior officers. 

The meeting noted the security issue has been in the spotlights globally since the ‘911’ event. New maritime rules and regulations, in the form of the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) were proposed and to be introduced through a number of amendments to the SOLAS Convention. The meeting also noted other security measures such as the US visa requirement for seafarers, security guard arrangement for ships have been introduced. The Committee expressed deep concern on these measures as they would impose heavy burden and impracticality on the maritime community. The meeting strongly urged maritime administrations to consult with shipowners group before they introduce any rules or regulations affecting the maritime community so as not to affect the development of international shipping and the global economy. 

As decided at the last interim meeting in Dalian, a manpower survey on the age profile and actual number of Asian seafarers now serving on board international trading ships was conducted among all ASF member associations. The result of the survey indicated that there is a severe shortage of national seafarers in the region particularly engineer officers, and that the average age of national officers in Asia has increased. However, the meeting was encouraged by the increasing number of new officer cadets in some of the countries or regions due the efforts of  those ASF member associations in promoting local awareness of youngsters to consider a seafaring career. 

The Committee accepted the offer from the Indonesia National Shipowners Association (INSA) to host the 10th interim meeting of the Committee in Indonesia in the autumn of 2004. The Committee expressed its gratitude to the Vietnam Shipowners Association for its kindness and generosity in hosting the 9th interim meeting in Hanoi.
5th November 2003
Editor’s note:

The Asian Shipowners Forum consists of 12 Shipowners’ Associations in the Asian region. Between annual ASF meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by five “S” Committees. The Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship Insurance and Liability Committee. The main objectives of the Seafarers Committee are to ensure and maintain common standards of training, to promote the stability of employment and acceptance of Asian seafarers and to monitor, consider and comment upon any new international maritime legislation and convention on manning and training. It has been estimated that ASF Owners and Managers control and operate over 40% of the world’s cargo carrying fleet. 
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